Biology 150:
General Biology I: Introduction to Cellular Biology (4 cr.)     Spring semester, 2016
Lectures: MWF 11-11:50; Moore 16
Labs: Tuesday 10-11:50, Tuesday 1-12:50, Tuesday 3-4:50, and Wednesday 11-12:50; Moore 210

Instructor:

Christopher Keller
Office: Moore 219, 858-3067 
E-mail: christopher.keller@minotstateu.edu 

Course webpage: http://msubiology.info/node/57 
Phone, e-mail, or drop by anytime. If I can’t help you right then, I will get back to you as soon as possible or we will schedule a better time.

Objectives of the course: 

General biology I is intended to give students an introduction to core concepts of cell biology including cell structure and function, the role of cell membranes, energy acquisition and use, cell division, sexual reproduction, and genetic inheritance.

Textbook:

Campbell Biology (Tenth Edition) by Reece, Urry, Cain, Wasserman, Minorsky, and Jackson 
ISBN-13: 978-0-321-77565-8 Earlier editions (9th, 8th, 7th, 6th,...) will do just as well.
Exams and grades:
100 % = 400 points
Course grade cutoffs: A-90% (360 pts); B-80% (320 pts); C-70% (280 pts); D-60% (240 pts)
Lecture: 300 points; assessed with 4 midterm examinations and a final examination. Each of these exams will follow a short answer format (individual questions will vary in point value and will require from one word to a few sentences to be adequately answered). 

Unless there is a change of plans the examinations will be as follows:


1st in-class exam: Friday, February 5 (subject material from Chapters 1-5: 50 points) 


2nd in-class exam: Wednesday, March 2 (Chapters 6-8: 50 points)


3rd in-class exam: Monday, April 4 (Chapters 9, 10, 16 and 17: 50 points)


4th in-class exam: Wednesday, April 20 (Chapters 18 and 12: 50 points)

Final examination: Monday, May 9 (10-11:50 am; 100 points). The final exam will test both (a) material covered after the last (4th) in-class exam (subject material from Chapters 13, 14, and 15: approximately 50 points) and (b) material tested previously. 
N.B. It is your responsibility to be aware of any changes made to the above examination schedule. 
Missed exam policy: Lecture attendance, while highly recommended, is not compulsory and will not be monitored. If you are unable to be present for any exam, however, you will need to immediately schedule a make-up exam with me. Make-up exams will consist of longer essay type questions. Failure to deal with a missed exam in a timely fashion will result in a zero score.


All old exams from Fall 2003 through Fall 2009 semesters are available on the course webpage ( http://msubiology.info/node/57 ) which you can navigate from the MSU Biology 
Lab: 100 points: Each lab exercise will include completion of questions and/or assignments which are handed in at the end of the period. A separate lab syllabus detailing lab expectations will be distributed at the first lab period. 

Tuesday and Wednesdays are “lab-days”. Labs are held in Moore 210 and are compulsory. Make-up labs will not be possible, although it may be possible to attend another other lab section. If you are unable to attend lab for a legitimate reason please see your lab instructor about it. Unexcused absences will be penalized by a zero score for that week’s lab.  

Lecture syllabus:

Subject:

Introduction to (cell) biology

MLK day / Basic chemistry

Chemistry of organisms

Carbon macromolecules / Exam #1
The cell 
President’s day / The cell membrane
Energy, catalysis, enzymes  
Exam #2 / Respiration 


Photosynthesis

Spring break
DNA / Easter
Easter (cont.) / Transcription
Exam #3 / Translation  
Gene regulation – operons 
Exam #4 / cell division 
Meiosis
Inheritance 
Final exam: 
Campbell and Reece: Chapter(s); Pages
1; 
1-26
2 + 3; 
28- 55
4; 
56 - 65
5;
66 - 91
6; 
92 - 123
7; 
124 - 140
8; 
141 - 161
9; 
162 - 184
10; 
185- 209
16;
312 - 332
17;
333 - 359
17;
333 - 359
18; 
360 - 391
12; 
232 - 250
13: 
251 - 266 

14+15;
267 - 311 




Week # (dates)

1 (January 13-15)

2 (January 20-22)

3 (January 25-29)

4 (February 1-5)

5 (February 8-12)

6 (February 17-19)

7 (February 22-26) 

8 (February 29 - March 4)

9 (March 7-11)

March 14-18
10 (March 21-23)

11 (March 30 - April 1)

12 (April 4-8) 

13 (April 11-15)

14 (April 18-22)

15 (April 25-29)
16 (May 2-6)

10am Monday,May 9
Academic honesty is expected of all students in this course. Instances of academic dishonesty (see p28 of the MSU student handbook) will result in a zero score for the test or lab exercise involved and may result in an immediate failing grade for the course.  
Minot State University interpersonal abuse statement (Title IX):
Minot State University strives to create a campus community free from interpersonal abuse including sexual misconduct.  In working to achieve this intent, Minot State University commits to: Taking action to stop sexual misconduct; Taking action to remedy its effects by providing advocacy, support and appropriate referral services for recipients of the behavior;
Taking action to prevent recurrences; Educating individuals and promoting discussions on interpersonal abuse and violence; and Conducting impartial investigation of all reports/notices of sexual misconduct through fair, equitable and prompt procedures.  
Investigations will be independent of and separate from law enforcement investigations of criminal activity.
Persons to contact if you have either experienced or have seem someone experiencing interpersonal abuse: Lisa Dooley (MEM 401, 858-3447); Steve Swenson (Dome, 236C, 858-3040); Wes Matthews, ADM 2nd Floor, 858-4610); Richard Jenkins (ADM 1st floor, 858-3299); or Brandon Neiss (Plant Services building, 858-3186). You can also contact these persons in writing.
You can also contact me, the other FYC instructors or the Peer mentor. In this case we will listen, but we will automatically refer this to (one of) the persons listed above.

